FCWT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Meeting held via zoom
7.30pm on 30th November 2020
MINUTES & ACTION POINTS
Item Minute
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Present: Donald Wright (chair, treasurer), Gisela MacFarquhar (minutes), Steve
Hull, David MacFarquhar, David Binney
Apologies: Dan Puplett, Gareth Whymant
DW welcomed David Binney (DB) to the Board of Trustees.
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Minutes of 26th October 2020
The minutes were proposed by DM, seconded by DW
Actions arising from last Minutes.
• Rusted metal post at the Woodside Drive entrance - to be replaced

•

following query at AGM
Tree safety. GW will check along boundaries at Sanquhar for any
trees which might pose a safety risk to bordering households ongoing

Action

Board
GW

Actions and Matters arising from previous Minutes.

•
•
•
•

Review of 5-year management plan – board members will review, to Board
be completed and suggestions submitted by next meeting.
DW reported that WM is investigating option for enabling members DW
of the public to apply for membership online - ongoing
DM reported that £538.23 was received in gift aid from HMRC.
GW
Materials for hut repair – PENDING.
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Correspondence.
Web
• Email 18th Nov. Elise Cox, student of Environmental Science at
Inverness College UHI, looking for some volunteering opportunities,
has done work with the Scottish Invasive Species Initiative
• GM contacted householder at 23 Woodside Drive regarding removal
or cutting back of beech tree. She no longer wishes the work to be
done.
• GM to contact householder at 25 Woodside Drive, regarding removal
of beech tree.
GM
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Muiry and New Forres.
On 10th November 2020 an on-site meeting was held at Newforres Wood attended
by trustees Don Wright, Gareth Whymant, Dan Puplett, Steve Hull, Gisela
MacFarquhar, David MacFarquhar and Trust member Ian Suttie to discuss a
programme of action for the central area of the woodland.

Currently, it is an open area with a few trees like birch and Scots pine which is how
it was originally conceived. However, over the years, gorse has become dominant
to the detriment of heather. In March 2016 the entire area was cut and mulched
and another cutting was done in September 2019. Now, there is evidence of strong
re-growth of gorse in some areas.
It was agreed that some more trees should be allowed to grow in order to limit the
spread of gorse. For this purpose, some self-seeded birch and Scots pine should be
protected with guards and a few other trees, like rowan could be planted. Some
areas of gorse should be left to support wildlife.
SH
A work party under the leadership of SH will make a start this winter.
It was also suggested that a thinning of conifers in the southern area would be
beneficial to encourage growth of heather.
DB suggested that the brush cutter could be effective in cutting back the gorse. He DB
will arrange to organise a trial.
Notice Boards were put in place in the Muiry and Newforres car parks. They were
constructed by the Men’s Shed free of charge.
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Sanquhar.
a. Work party report.
SH reported that a work party of 7 took place on 14th November
near Mannachie entrance. Rotted stakes were replaced and
sycamore regrowth was cut back.
On 9th November a class of year 6 pupils from Andersons Primary
School attended a work party near the entrance at Woodend. 5
FCWT volunteers also attended. The children removed Western
Hemlock saplings and planted oaks. All participants considered it a
successful event.
SH
th
The next work party will take place on 5 December. Western
Hemlock will be cut and provisional holes dug for tree planting prior
to the next visit of an Andersons Primary school attendance.
b. Bike track. No up-date.
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Communications.
GM sent out a newsletter
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Finance.
• DW reported a total of £14,797.44 in bank plus £10,000 in a fixed
term deposit account.
• 23 membership payments were received.
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Membership.
• DM reported 2 new memberships.
• Of the total of 23 subscription payments 6 were deposited at the
HUB, the rest were received either by standing order or direct
transfer.
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AOB.
Cathay Woodlands Project
DW reported that our Articles of Association require updating to meet the
requirements of the Scottish Land Fund. He has contacted the CEO of the
Community Woodlands Association who will be able to assist. Instead of
adapting our current Articles it might be more practical to use the Scottish
government approved model and alter it to suit our requirements. One of
the main issues is a clear definition of community. The four Community
Council areas in our vicinity might be appropriate.
SLF will respond to our Stage One application on Dec 11th. The Board will
hold an interim meeting to discuss the way ahead based on the SLF
response.
Date of next meeting.
25th January 2021 by zoom.

DW

DW

