FCWT BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Meeting held via microsoft teams
7.30pm on 31th May 2021
MINUTES & ACTION POINTS
Item Minute
1

Present: Donald Wright (chair, treasurer), Gisela MacFarquhar (minutes), David
MacFarquhar, David Binney, Paul Kendall, Steve Hull
Apologies: Dan Puplett, Gareth Whymant
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Minutes of 26th April 2021
The minutes were proposed by DM, seconded by SH.
Actions arising from previous Minutes.
• Replacement of rusted metal post at the Woodside Drive entrance. GW
reported that he has located someone who can remove the rusted post.
Ongoing
• Tree safety. GW has checked along boundaries at Sanquhar for any trees
which might pose a safety risk to bordering households. Will compile a
report.
• Materials for hut repair – ongoing
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Action

GW

GW
GW

Correspondence.
Facebook

•

•

DW reported that John Young has a post in Forres Then and Now
announcing that he has done repairs to damage at the hut. He has made
GM
several posts in the past advising of him doing clean ups. GM will send a
thank you note.
Web-site
21st May, Sonya Mould, resident at Woodside Drive, sent message
following chair’s letter with request to remove a number of structures
(slide, play house, greenhouse etc) from area at coffin field pond behind
her property. She said that she had improved the area by removing weeds
and dead trees. She also said that it had helped her during the Covid crisis.
Anne Anderson, a neighbour, sent a message in support of Mrs Mould’s
case.
The trustees decided that such garden extensions into FCWT land was not
acceptable, that such “cleaning up” work does more harm than good to
wildlife and that the woodland itself is beneficial for people’s well-being.
DW
DW will send a reply.
Email
29th April, Jim Durkin, Moray Council re. dumped bath tub im Muiry Wood.
Mr Durkin said that MC would be unable to remove this item as it was too
heavy and couldn’t be moved to the roadside. However, they agreed to
remove the smashed-up pieces if they could be taken to the roadside. This
was done by DM and SH.
30th April, Mr&Mrs Dawson, reporting disturbance at the hut. Police was

•
•

called. GM will reply.
GM
th
4 May, Chris Spencer, reporting antisocial behaviour (drinking, noise, fire)
in woods, particularly at hut. GM will reply
GM
10th May, Chris Walker, BBC Mighty Productions, enquiring if FCWT were
interested in participating in a documentary series which features the
felling of 2-3 trees and creating a feature representing the community. The
work would be a joint effort carried out by a tree surgeon, a carpenter and
a chainsaw carver.
Their condition is that here would have to be a good reason for felling the
trees. The wood should be fairly durable.
They want some idea of what we would like to be created, something that
celebrates the area, something the community would appreciate or can
use.
The following suggestions were made We select some of the more mature sitka or Douglas fir which are growing
in areas where they are spreading seed and becoming invasive.
The endproduct should be something that is not easily vandalised,
perhaps something sculptural or something children could play on.
Chris Walker will contact us for further information.
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Muiry and New Forres.
1. GM reported that during the volunteer work party on 1st May in Newforres
Wood obsolete tree guards were removed, 10 blackthorn trees were
planted and mature rhododendron and laurel were cut. They will require
further treatment with glyphosate. 6 voluteers attended
The next work party will take place on Saturday 5th June when the removal
of tree guards and cutting of rhododendron will continue.
GM
GM said that two volunteers are trained in handling glyphosate.
2. DW reported that he had transferred rubbish bags from bins into Moray
Council bins. He said that he will no longer be able to do this. The board
GM
decided to remove the wire bins and put up a notice to users requesting
them to take their litter home.
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Sanquhar.Wood.
1. Work party report. SH reported that during a work party on 15th
May two volunteers removed tree guards from trees which had
outgrown them or were dead. SH also put spirals on self-seeded
SH
trees and removed giant hogweed.
2. Eradication of laurel and rhododendron.
DW reported that he had sent an application for funding to the
Berryburn Fund. He gave Angus Dixon as the single source for
carrying out the work as that is the company who have been
employed previously and no other sources appear to be available.
GM reported that a trustee from Berryburn had phoned to ask for
clarification of which group we are.
3. Path maintenance in Sanquhar Wood. GM reported that she had a
site visit with Duncan Brown from Cairngorm Landscaping. He gave a
quote of £1800 for carrying out path improvements at the wood
entrances at Woodend, Woodside Park and a small area at the Muiry
Wood. The board decided to go ahead with this. GM will inform
GM
Nicole Merrilees from Sanquhar residents’ association and request

for material to be deposited on grass bank.
4. Antisocial Behaviour. GM and DM reported that they had attended a
Community Council meeting on 20th May where police inspector
Tony McCullie spoke about a number of incidents in connection with
youth antisocial behaviour. He conceded that their presense
sometimes turned into a “cat and mouse” game with youths running
off as soon as they saw uniformed police.
More recently they have deployed two dedicated police in plain
clothes as well as uniformed staff and they have been able to
communicate with some youths. They have obtained the names of a
few perpetrators. They have also been discussing the issue with a
number of organisations who have been affected.
The police are aware that at weekends groups of youths from Elgin
and Nairn travel to Forres on the train and they have been expecting
them at the station.
The police have been unable to co-operate with schools for the past
year due to covid restrictions. But this will change.
5. Recreational area. The trustees agreed that a family friendly
recreational or play area should be created in the coffin field. GM
will further investigate options offered by Caledonia Play.
Following that, funding sources will be investigated.
The Green Spaces group could be consulted.

GM
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Communications.
• PK reported that for technical reasons he had been unable to put the
PK
membership application form on facebook. He will investigate
further.
• PK suggested that pictures and reports should be put on facebook
GM
more frequently. GM will forward earlier newsletters to him for
selection.
• GM will produce a newsletter next month. DW will include message GM, DW
about the cancellation of the purchase of Cathay Wood.
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Finance.
• DW reported a total of £17,394.95 in bank plus £10,000 in a fixed
term deposit account.
• A total of £35 was received in donations and membership payment.
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Membership.
DM reported one new membership, 3 memberships were renewed.
One member who is paying by standing order cannot be traced as she has
not submitted a membership form.
Membership total 84.
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5-year plan update.
DW will send PK the input from GM and SH.
PK will write a draft for the next meeting.

PK, DW

11

12

AOB.
GM proposed participation in the ‘Plant a Tree for the Jubilee’ initiative
which was launched nationwide on17 May in commemoration of HM the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022. The Moray Queen’s Green Canopy
(QGC) Team is being supported by the Lord-Lieutenants of Banffshire and
Moray and is chaired by The Earl of Moray.
GM suggested that The Earl of Moray could be approached to ask if he
would make a field available for a schools’ planting project. The field lies at
the west end of Forres between Califer Road and flood alleviation structures.
GM will write a letter to the Earl of Moray.
Date of next meeting.
28th June 2021 via microsoft teams.

GM

