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Meeting held via Teams 
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MINUTES & ACTION POINTS 
 

Item Minute Action 
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Present: Donald Wright (chair, treasurer), Gisela MacFarquhar (minutes), Steve 
Hull, David MacFarquhar, David Binney, Gareth Whymant, Graham Shewan 

Apologies: Wilson Rennie, Paul Kendall 
 

 

2 
 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of 28th April 2025 
The minutes were proposed by DW, seconded by DB. 
 
Actions arising from previous Minutes. 

• Tree safety report. DW to finish the report - pending. 

• Overhanging branches from oak at Woodside Park. GW contacted tree 
surgeon to carry out surgery – pending. 

• Felling behind Mannachie. GM and GW to re-visit site to consider if felling 
or thinning should be carried out. 

• Bench at bike jump. DW contacted Benromach to request donation 
towards a new bench. Awaiting response. 

• Notice Board at bike jump. DW sent thankyou note to AJ Engineering.  

• Savings account. DW to open a 32-day notice account. 

• GM completed James Hutton survey. 
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3 Correspondence.  
Email 
11/5 Mick Drury,  FFWF, have hazel, cherry, rowan and oak for sale in the 
autumn for winter for re-stocking. 
GM responded, will probably get them free from Woodland Trust, dig out 
oak saplings from Sanquhar Wood. 
19/5 Rachel, Wildlife watch group, asking for permission to hold session 
in Muiry Wood on Saturday 24th May in the afternoon with a maximum of 
12 children accompanied by parents and volunteer leaders. 
GM responded 24/5 giving permission. 

 

 

4 Muiry and Newforres. 

• Fence replacement at Newforres Wood. There has been no further 
contact with the farmer.  

• Sitka spruce stand. Thinning to be carried out in autumn. GW to 
mark trees to be felled. Kevin MacLean to be asked to do the felling. 
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5 Sanquhar Wood.  
1. SH Work Party Report. 

4/5/25.  Cut small birch branches to remove shading from one of the 
oaks which Ian Suttie donated a few years ago. ----- 1 vol. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



24/5/25.  Continued cutting up sycamore branches left by contractor 
at back of Mannachie Rise and put in neater piles. Then went round 
removing vast numbers of Sitka seedlings nearby. ---- 3 vols. 

2. GM Sanquhar Work Party Report.  
3/5/25. continued with rhododendron removal south of overgrown 
pond. - 2 vols. 

3. Buffer Zone felling.  
GM and GW to re-visit behind Mannachie Rise. 

4. Bike jumps. GM reported that Angus Dixon carried out weed control 
on 14/5. Dead wood will need to be cut back. Work parties to do this 
in early July. 

5. Laurel and Rhododendron treatment. GM and Angus Dixon 
examined areas which should have been treated last year. AD 
agreed that only one of the areas concerned – near foot bridge at 
flood alleviation scheme – was partially treated. He proposed that 
he will not charge for treating these areas this year. Spraying to be 
done towards the end of June. 

6. Brush cutter. The brush cutter which is shared with the Dava Way 
Association is frequently out of action due to repair work needed. 
DW will investigate if a contractor can be found to do the work 
which consists mostly of cutting back gorse along pathways.  
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5 Communications. 
GM reported that WM has put news items and minutes on web.  
DW will put them on facebook. 
GM needs more help with managing facebook. 
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7 Finance. 
Total 
£15,275.36 
In 
1/5/ and 15/5 2x membership payments  £10.00 
Out 
1/5/2025 CWA membership    £40.00 
8/5/2025 Graham Shewan, equipment  £51.86 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8 Membership. No change. 
 

 

9 AOB.  

• GM reported that nearly all brochures have now been distributed. 
Some info needs to be updated, e.g. contact details. Some changes 
required on the map. DW will contact printer and map designer. 

• DW reported a severely vandalised tree in Sanquhar Wood. GS will 
locate the tree. DW will ask Kevin Maclean to fell it.  

• GS reported that he had come across a Fairy Trail while on holiday 
and suggested that something similar could be done in Sanquhar 
Wood. PK to be consulted.  
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10 Date of next meeting. 30th June 2025 by Microsoft Teams.  
 

 


