
FCWT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
Meeting held via Teams 
7.30pm 30th June 2025 
 
MINUTES & ACTION POINTS 
 

Item Minute Action 
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Present: Donald Wright (chair, treasurer), Gisela MacFarquhar (minutes), Steve 
Hull, David MacFarquhar, David Binney, Gareth Whymant, Graham Shewan, Wilson 
Rennie, Paul Kendall 

Apologies: None 
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Minutes of 26th May 2025 
The minutes were proposed by DW, seconded by DM. 
 
Actions arising from previous Minutes. 

• Tree safety report. DW to finish the report - pending. 

• Overhanging branches from oak at Woodside Park. GW contacted tree 
surgeon to carry out surgery. He will charge ca £200 for the job -pending. 
GM will then contact people interested in buying firewood. 

• Felling behind Mannachie. GM and GW re-visited site to consider if felling 
or thinning should be carried out (see item 5/3).  

• Bench at bike jump. DW contacted Benromach to request donation 
towards a new bench - in progress. 

• Savings account. DW to open a 32-day notice account. 
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Correspondence.  
Email 
28/5/25 Mick Drury, FFWF suggesting that they have oak saplings 
available which should be planted by next winter. There could be a joint 
project with the school participating in planting. 
GM replied that would be welcome.  
9/6/25 to Angie Alexandra, celebrant, who donated £70 for wedding 
celebration at Sanquhar Pond. GM explained that she may be under a 
misapprehension about the geographic area of FCWT woodlands and 
we would be happy to return donation. No response. 
 

 

 

4 Muiry and Newforres. 
GM reported that a work party of 3 treated some regrowth of laurel and 
dug out several rhododendrons. 
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Sanquhar Wood.  

1. SH Work Party Report. 
21/6/25  cleared bracken from around planted trees. 4 volunteers. 

2. GM Sanquhar Work Party Report.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



7/6/25. continued with rhododendron removal in bike track area. 5 
volunteers. 

3. Buffer Zone Felling.  
The Board agreed on partial felling nearest the houses and thinning 
further back. GM to advise felling contractor Sam Moore. 
GW will contact owners of Dava Way land re one tree which might 
need to be felled on their side.  
GM reported that Angus Dixon has advised the Moray Council of the 
felling plans in TPO area behind Woodend. No response from MC as 
yet. 

4. Information Boards. GS drew attention to the fact that the 
information boards give out-of-date address details. DW will 
investigate what stickers could be attached with current address. 

5. Bike jumps. The wood is now dead. GS will attempt at cutting it. GM 
will arrange work party to help clear up area. 

6. Laurel and Rhododendron treatment. No up-date from contractor. 
7. Brush cutter. DB reported that the brush cutter has been repaired. It 

should not be used for heavy work any longer. 
GM will instruct DB later in the month which areas to cut. 
DW asked A. Dixon for info about a contractor with equipment to do 
the work which consists mostly of cutting back mature gorse along 
pathways. No response as yet.  

8. SH reported that he has located a number of northern march 
orchids in various locations in Sanquhar Wood. 
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5 Communications. 
Forres Gazette published article about car park repair and bike track sign 
post repair. 
 

 
 
 

7 Finance. 
Total in bank  £ 15,512.36 
In  
2/6 to 30/6 membership payments and donations totalling 200.00  
9/6  Alexandra, celebrant        70.00 
Out  
18/6  Helen Stirling, maps        30.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8 Membership. No change. 
 

 

9 AOB.  
1. Brochures. DW reported that he has ordered 3000 copies. Contact 

details and map will be updated. 
2. DW reported that vandalised dead tree has been felled. 
3. Fairy Trail. GS will forward images of it to PK. 
 

 

 

DW 

 

GS/PK 

.10 Date of next meeting. 1st September 2025 by Microsoft Teams.  
 

 


