
FCWT BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
Meeting held via Teams 
7.30pm 1st September 2025 
 
MINUTES & ACTION POINTS 
 

Item Minute Action 
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Present: Donald Wright (chair, treasurer), Gisela MacFarquhar (minutes), Steve 
Hull, David MacFarquhar, David Binney, Graham Shewan, Paul Kendall 

Apologies: Gareth Whymant, Wilson Rennie 
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Minutes of 30th June 2025 
The minutes were proposed by DB, seconded by GS. 
 
Actions arising from previous Minutes. 

• Tree safety report. DW to finish the report - pending. 

• Overhanging branches from oak at Woodside Park. GW in contact with 
contractor. 

• Mannachie felling. GW to contact owners of Dava Way land re one tree 
which might need to be felled on their side. 

• Woodend felling. Clarification re TPO felling permission required. GM to 
contact Angus Dixon. 

• Bench at bike jump. DW contacted Benromach to request donation 
towards a new bench – no response from Benromach. 

• Information boards. DW to search for stickers with up-to-date information 
to be attached to boards. 

• Savings account. DW opened savings account. Money transferred. 
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Correspondence.  

WEB 
12/8/25 Morven Sharp, reported barbecue at hut in Sanquhar Wood with 6 
teenagers and one adult. Expressing concern re fires in woodlands during 
dry weather, suggesting fire free zones and warning signs.  
DW responded.  
Email 
21/7/24 Lauren Graham, Tree Health Data Officer, Scottish Forestry 
Following recent aerial surveys, trees have been identified within the 
woodlands that we would like to inspect by foot, regarding a possible 
serious tree disease (Great Spruce Bark Beetle).   
To get the best sample possible for identification, and to limit the spread 
of the pest to directly neighbouring trees, our surveyors may need to fell 
suspect trees during this inspection (up to a maximum of four trees). 
Our surveyors may utilise a drone to minimise or negate the need to fell 
multiple trees.   
GM responded, giving permission to investigate. No further 
communication. 
5/8/25 Adrian, informed about fallen trees following storm. 

 
 

 



 

4 Muiry and Newforres. 
GM to ask GW if felling license is required for thinning in Newforres Wood. 
GW to mark trees to be felled. 
GM to ask Kevin McLean to carry out the felling. 

 
GM/GW 
GW 
GM 
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Sanquhar Wood.  

1. SH Work Party Report. 
19/07/25 - Clearing of bracken from around young planted native 
trees, 2 volunteers. 

30/08/25 - Clearing of bracken from around young planted native 
trees and removal of a load of fencing wire that someone had 
dumped, 5 volunteers. 

2. GM Sanquhar Work Party Report.  
12/7/25 tidied along bike jumps, mostly bracken, some gorse, 5 
volunteers. 
2/8/25 removed dead wood from bike jumps, 4 volunteers + 1 
passer-by.  

3. Storm damage. GM reported that 2 trees had been uprooted and 
branches broken off on some others. The damage has been dealt 
with by contractor.  

4.  Planned Felling & Residence Interface. 
The Board decided to limit the felling at Mannachie to no more than 
25m from the boundary. At Woodend the felling will be limited to 

the area behind  behind the Woodend properties and will not 
include the TPO area next to Woodside Park.  
GM and DW to draft letter to neighbouring residents. 

5. Bike Track Maintenance.  
GS has been strimming some of the dead wood at bike jumps. GM’s 
work party tidied up. More to do (see above). 

DW stated that we are obliged by our insurers to have periodic 
checks carried out by qualified bike track personnel. It is written into 
our policy documents. At present there are no qualified bike track 
personnel available. 
 GS will contact other bike track operators in the area.  

6. Coffin Field Maintenance. The Board decided that the grass in the 
Coffin Field should be cut to avoid invasion of bracken and shrubs 
and preferably removed to encourage wild flowers. DW will contact 
possible contractor. 

7. Laurel and Rhododendron treatment. No up-date from contractor. 
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5 Communications. No update.  
 

7 Finance. 
Total Current Account    £ 5,280.84 
In   
1/7 to 28/8      £67.00  7 membership payments  
14/8                   £16.58  easyfundraising  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Out            
29/8                £145.00  Kevin Mclean, cutting laurel and storm damage  
29/8                £170.10  Signed Graphics 
29/8          £10.000.00  bank transfer to Savings Account 
 
Total in Savings Account      £10,000.00 
 

 

 

8 Membership. One new member. 
 

 

9 AOB.  
1. Mosset Partnership Project.  

25/7/25 Email from Mick Drury. funding proposal for the wider 
Sanquhar/Chapelton area has been rejected. However, an 
application to the Moray Climate Action Network has been 
successful (report with appendices attached to email). FFWF propose 
to arrange a meeting with interested parties in the autumn, 
including the Rivers Trust. Initial comments requested. The Board 
decided not to take any action for now. 

2. Fire Warning Signs. DW reported that he has purchased signs for use 
in future. 

3. Bat Boxes. PK requested funding on behalf of WildThings for the 
purchase of materials to build bat boxes. This was approved by the 
board.  

4. Wooden Bridge at Flood Alleviation Scheme. DW reported that a 
hole has appeared on the bridge.  
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.10 Date of next meeting. 29th September 2025 by Microsoft Teams.  
 

 


